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Still more evident is this truth when dealing with men en masse. We are very often able to prophesy within close limits what the public will do in special circumstances. We can form a very accurate forecast as to the number of suicides or the number of marriages that will occur in the course of a year. We can predict what effect the price of com will have upon these figures. The more accurate our knowledge, the more certainly can we prophesy.
Now all this militates strongly against the idea that there is an indeterminate factor in human behaviour. Such a belief is indeed only consonant with a profound ignorance of humanity. If indetermination was true, we could not reduce human conduct to rules as we do; we could not embody it in formulae or geometrical curves ; statistics would afford no basis for arguing from the past to the future. The more we study, the more industriously we collect statistics, the more deeply we analyze motives and factors, the more accurately are we able to forecast the behaviour of men in bulk. Without this laboriously accumulated knowledge, of course men were bound to believe in an indeterminate element; for then nothing was prophesiable, all was as fickle and arbitrary as the winds of heaven. But as the knowledge increases, the fickleness vanishes; human conduct falls, like all other natural events, into a recognized and regular system. In proportion to our knowledge and analysis of the past, we can prophesy the future; and if we can never attain absolute accuracy, the reason is that, as with the winds, we can never co-ordinate the whole of the factors engaged, we can never attain to a perfect knowledge of the past.
If the entire activity of all animals, including Man, is due to physico-chemical forces, and if in consequence every animal is an excessively complex machine, the very important problem arises as to the relation of consciousness to this machine. We are accustomed to think of consciousness as a spiritual and not a material manifestation; and we know by constant and immediate experience that a conscious effort can